24 December 2003

To whom it may concern:

Recently I visited the capital building in Washington D.C. with three of my friends who were visiting from out of state.  Growing up I had always been told that Benjamin Banneker, an African American man, had been responsible for the creation of Washington D.C.  As I looked though guide book after guide book, I found no reference to this man, and if his name was mentioned it failed to take into account the massive role he had in the creation of Washington D.C.  Furthermore, I found it ironic that L’Enfant, a man who deserted the United States during the project, was given such a glowing image.    

I am writing to encourage you to provide some interesting and important facts in your guidebook.  Not only is this an interesting and important story in our nations history, but Banneker is also a necessary role model for our society.  While I realize that the exclusion of Banneker is only a symptom of the racism and inequality that pervades through the United States, it is a simple thing to change.  Black people are continually robbed of role models in our society, not to mention are victims of many more atrocious injustices.  This is one tiny way you can make a different.

For more information on Bannker’s contribution to the creation of D.C. you can visit these articles online.  Many more are also available.

http://www.benjamin-banneker.com/benjamin-banneker/
http://afroamhistory.about.com/library/weekly/aa012201a.htm
http://www.progress.org/banneker/bb.html
http://www.math.buffalo.edu/mad/special/banneker-benjamin.html
Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing your response.

Sincerely, 

Kristin Haltinner

